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Chlamydiain Alaska, 2000

Chlamydia rates have steadily increased since reporting began in 1996. In 2000, 2,570 cases were reported, a 36%
increase compared to 1999. The most significant increase (64%) was observed in males (=431 in 1999 compared
to n=706 in 2000). Reported cases for females increased from 1,457 in 1999 to 1,864 in 2000 (28%). These
increases are most likely associated with increased screening and partner notification activities throughout the
state. Female case rates continue to be higher than male case rates in every age category.
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Minorities were most heavily impacted by chlamydia. Alaska Natives accounted for 46% of all chlamydia cases
but comprised only 17% of Alaska's population. Similarly, Blacks accounted for 13% of chlamydia cases and 4%
of the State’s population. Thisis consistent with previous years data.
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Partner Notification:

The goa of partner notification (PN) activities is to prevent clinical disease and reduce disease transmission. PN
activities increased throughout the state, especially in Anchorage in 2000. The number of STD patients interviewed
for partners increased 28% from 665 in 1999 to 851 in 2000 and the corresponding number of partners identified
for each patient interviewed (partner index) increased from 1.48 in 1999 to 1.89 in 2000. More individuals at high
risk of infection were offered STD screening. Consequently, previously undiagnosed and unsuspected infections
were identified and treated appropriately.

! These data are limited to the public health agencies that regularly submit CDC Partner Notification forms to the Section of
Epidemiology. These agencies include The Municipality of Anchorage Reproductive Health Clinic, Section of Epidemiology,
Southcentral Foundation and Fairbanks Regional Public Health Nursing Centers.

(Contributed by Megan Ryan, BS, MPH, Section of Epidemiology.)



